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STIRLING PLAYERS — THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [10.11 pm]: Tonight I rise to speak on perhaps a lighter topic than 
some of the things that my colleagues have spoken on this evening; a bit of light relief. I want to tell members 
what I did on the Saturday evening just gone with my colleague from the other place the member for 
Scarborough, Liza Harvey. We attended a production put on by the Stirling Players called The Woman in Black. 
Those members who have been to London in the past 10 years would know that The Woman in Black has been 
running in the West End for that long. I saw it twice during those 10 years. It is a fantastic play. When my 
colleague asked me if I would like to accompany her to a local amateur production of something that has been 
showing in the West End of London for the past 10 years, I was a little hesitant, as one could imagine. I thought I 
would go along and see it. I want to take back all those thoughts that I had about what this production might be 
like. It was a fantastic production and very, very well done. It was one of the most professional performances I 
have seen here or in London.  

I will tell members a little about Stirling Players. It is an amateur theatre group based in the City of Stirling. It 
began in 1970 after the amalgamation of Northbridge Repertory and The Intimate Players. The original home of 
the group was the old Perth Roads Board office in Main Street, Osborne Park. It then moved premises to 
Gildercliffe Street, Scarborough and then in 1978, unfortunately, it had to move again, this time to the health 
administration office in the City of Stirling. That got bulldozed in 2000, so it was on the move yet again. The 
City of Stirling then gave Stirling Players the use of the Innaloo Community Recreation Centre. The City of 
Stirling helped it equip those premises, and that is where it is today. It is now known as the Stirling Theatre in 
Morris Place, Innaloo. The productions are outstanding. Stirling Players also runs a program for young people 
aged between 13 and 21 called Stirling Players Youth. It runs workshops to teach these kids basic skills of 
acting, movement, set design, construction, lighting, sound effects, costumes, directing, stage management and 
script writing. These sorts of programs are great as they enable young people to be engaged in things involved in 
the theatre.  

I am not sure whether members know the story of The Woman in Black. Only two actors are in the play. The two 
actors who appeared on Saturday night were Alan Kennedy in the role of Kipps and Adam Dear, who plays the 
actor. There is a third presence in this play—the woman in black. In fact, this is a ghost story. It is a particularly 
hard production to do but the theatre company did it justice, including: the director, Dannielle Ashton; the 
assistant director, Manuao TeAotonga; the stage manager, Shelley Ormerod; and the other people involved in 
this production team, who are all volunteers. We were offered complementary sherries prior to the production, 
we were shown to our seats and tea and coffee was provided at the interval. This was all done by a number of 
people—all volunteers—who are very dedicated to what they are doing.  

I commend all the people who are involved in Stirling Players. Its next production, coming up in December, is 
an adaptation of Louisa May Alcott’s classic Little Women. I recommend all members who might like to see 
some fantastic theatre to go along and see Little Women because I am sure Stirling Players will do just as good a 
job with Little Women as it did with The Woman in Black. Well done to Stirling Players, and may it long put 
great plays on as it did with The Woman in Black.  
 


